
McFarlane Aviation, Inc. 
Carbon Monoxide Detector Information Sheet 

  
The McFarlane Carbon Monoxide Detector has an 18-month product life once it has been activated. 
Excessive dosages, multiple exposures, or use after the expiration date may cause the sensor to turn 
permanently dark. If the sensor turns any color other than those shown, it has been contaminated and 
must be replaced. 
  
NOTICE: Keep out of the reach of children. 
  
Keep the sensor away from water, grease, solvents, dirt, hot surfaces, cleaning solutions, and other 
contaminants, which may destroy or shorten the life of the sensor. Carbon Monoxide (CO) is an insidious 
and cumulative poison. It is a colorless, odorless and tasteless gas produced by the incomplete 
combustion of fuel. 
  
WARNING The following symptoms are related to Carbon Monoxide poisoning: 

• Mild Exposure: Slight headache, nausea, vomiting, fatigue (often described as flu-like 
symptoms). 

• Medium Exposure: Severe throbbing headache, drowsiness, confusion, fast heart rate. 
• Extreme Exposure: Unconsciousness, convulsions, cardio respiratory failure, death. 

  
WARNING This device is a PASSIVE warning detector. It does not sound an alarm and must be viewed 
to obtain indication of carbon monoxide conditions. It will not warn you if you cannot see the sensor. 
When used in your aircraft or car, visually inspect the detector for a color change frequently. 
  
When the air freshens, the sensor will regenerate to its original color and will be ready to use again 
(unless it has been overexposed). 
  
Instructions: 

1. Activate the detector by removing it from the plastic bag. 
2. Attach the detector in a location that is readily visible such as the instrument panel in your 

aircraft. (May also be put on your refrigerator in your home, or the instrument panel of your 
car or boat.) 

3. If carbon monoxide is present, the sensor changes color.  
a. Yellow = Normal 
b. Green = Caution  Indicates approximately 70 parts per million when exposed for a 

short time (less than an hour) 
c. Dark Blue = Danger! Evacuate! Dark blue indicates an exposure of 150 parts per 

million for over 50 minutes. (Call for help immediately.) 
  
  
Typical Carbon Monoxide Exposure Limits 
(In parts per million) 

50 ppm Maximum allowable workplace exposure limit for an 8-
hour work shift OSHA (40 hour work week) 

125 ppm Workplace alarm must sound OSHA 

200 ppm Evacuate the area immediately. Exposure at 200 ppm of CO causes dizziness, nausea, 
fatigue. 

400 ppm Evacuate the area. 3 hour exposure may be fatal. 

  
 


